Death receptor signalling in central nervous system inflammation and demyelination.
Death receptors (DRs) are members of the tumor necrosis factor receptor (TNF-R) superfamily that are characterised by the presence of a conserved intracellular death domain and are able to trigger a signalling pathway leading to apoptosis. Strong evidence suggests that DRs contribute to the pathology of tissue destructive diseases, including multiple sclerosis (MS), the most common inflammatory demyelinating disease of the central nervous system (CNS). Here, we review the evidence supporting a role for DRs in MS pathology and its implications for the development of therapeutic strategies for MS and other demyelinating pathologies of the CNS.